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THE BEGINNING OF THE END 

In a sense it may be said that the end of this war be- 
gan April 6, 1917, when America forsook its out- 
worn policy of neutrality and set out "to employ the 
entire naval and military forces of the United States 
and the resources of the Government to carry on war 
against the Imperial German Government; and to bring 
the conflict to a successful termination." There were evi- 
dences that Germany realized the truth of this at once, 
a realization which expressed itself in the resolution of 
the Eeichstag, July last, and in various expressions of 
the Imperial German Chancellor; but the breakdown 
of Eussia on the East and the capture of additional 
terrain in the West temporarily blinded the Germans 
to the foreshadowing of their inevitable defeat. We 
need not be surprised that this was so. If the Allied 
armies occupied vast stretches of territory east of the 
Ehine and were bombarding Berlin, it would be diffi- 
cult for us to conceive that we were headed for defeat. 
Their position in France, together with the seeming 
success along the line stretching from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea, has naturally pulled the wool over the eyes 
of our enemies. With their peculiar Prussian type of 
myopia, they do not realize even yet that the fruits of 
Brest-Litovsk are apples of discord in their hands, and 
that arrayed against them are the stars in their courses. 
But German eyes must open to the handwriting on 
the wall. Indeed they are beginning again to see. 
Dr. von Kuehlmann, the German Foreign Minister, in 
his address before the Eeichstag June 2i, addressed 
himself primarily to problems of the East, but there 
were certain expressions, practically interpolations, in 
his address which cannot be passed over simply as a 
new "plot" or "peace offensive." He expressed the hope 
that the Entente "would approach us with peace offers 
which will correspond with the situation and satisfy 
Germany's vital needs." The German position as to 
peace, he granted, is the same as that expressed by ex- 
Premier Asquith in the House of Commons May 16, 
that the deaf ear would not be turned to any proposals 
clearly stated. He has been going into the causes of 
this war again, and he has come to the conclusion that 
Germany has been wrong in blaming England as the 
prime instigator of the war, and he finds that the 
Power which desired and planned the war was not even 
France, but Eussia. Since the Eussia of that day is 



dead, and the dead tell no tales, this new note out of 
Germany sounds very much like a cry for a way out. 
This impression is strengthened by the Secretary's 
further remark that Germany has no ambitions to 
dominate Europe, much less to dominate the world, and 
especially by the statement that "in view of the magni- 
tude of this war and the number of Powers, including 
those from overseas, that are engaged, its end could 
hardly be expected through purely military decision 
alone and without recourse to diplomatic negotiations." 
Surely here is an official utterance different from the 
old "will-to-power," from the former peace offers, from 
the resolution of the Eeichstag, or even from the reply 
to the Papal note. Neither is it without interest that, 
referring to the fortification of the Aland Islands in the 
Baltic Sea, he should express the hope that the Islands 
might never be used again for military purposes. We 
are not surprised that such views expressed by such a 
person and under such circumstances should have 
caused consternation amongst the Junkers and mili- 
tarists and the other "bitter enders" within Germany, or 
that the exchange on Berlin and Vienna weakened, the 
mark falling 2.50 and the crown 1.05. The Deutchstum 
is being injected at last with the Weltgeist. 

We do not agree with the London Times that the 
Secretary's speech was "a bold profession of mili- 
tarism" and that it was "free from the faintest trace of 
doubt or repentance." It is clear to us that the Secre- 
tary, confronted by the defeat along the Piave, by the 
economic conditions within the Empire, by the terrific 
losses to the east of Paris, by the rapidly growing 
American army, by the revolutions within the Dual 
Monarchy, by the approaching breakdown of the Bol- 
shevists' attempt at government, sees the approaching 
end and that he is sparring for points. It is evidently 
dawning upon the German mind that offers of peace 
without a definition of war aims are not enough. The 
policies of the submarine, Belgian deportations, ruth- 
less destructions in France, schrechlichkeit, are seen 
coming home to roost. The German Clausewitzes are 
awakening from their mad dreams. The Teuton pot is 
boiling over. From out the shadows old hands are 
seen beckoning, pointing the way — the hands of Im- 
manuel Kant, of the poets and seers of a nobler age. 
The difficulties of Germany are increasing rapidly and 
will decidedly multiply from now on. 
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